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             1. Main Point 

             2. Main Point 

                       a…           
 
* * Your instructor may ask you to provide your full thesis statement at the beginning of the 
outline (as in the following example) 
 
 

See the following page for an example of outlining. 
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John Doe 
 
Mr. Smith 
 
Language Arts 5-6 
 
18 May 2013 
 

The Political Message of John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath 
 
Thesis:  Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath expresses a strong political message; it warns that exploitation of 
migrant workers will cause them to rise up as a group against their oppressors, the state and the wealthy landowners.  
 
I.  Historical background of the migrant situation 

A.  The Dust Bowl of the 1930's 

 1.  Land use and climate change/link to Great Depression 

  a.  Plowing up dry grasslands of the Plains states 

  b.  Years of drought 

   (1) Farmers in debt for land, machinery 

   (2) Defaults led to bank failure, lost farms, unemployment 

B.  Migration to California from the Midwest 

 1.  Small landholders and tenant farmers sought work  

 2.  Faced much discrimination and hardship 

  a.  Common labels pigeonholed migrants and limited opportunities 

   (1)  “Okies" 

II.  Steinbeck’s views on migration 

A.  Steinbeck’s descriptions of the migrants’ lives in several novels 

 1. Sympathetic portrayal of characters and their situations 

  a. Steinbeck harbored socialist leanings - monitored by US Government 

B.  Steinbeck’s warning about the consequences of exploitation 

 1. Exploitation leads to deterioration of basic societal workings 

III.  Steinbeck’s message about migration in The Grapes of Wrath 

A.  The Joads as representatives 

 1. Agents of change and passive victims 

B.  The title of the novel as a parallel between the migrant system and Babylon 
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Finally, support your report or research paper with a list of references from which you 

paraphrased, summarized, and quoted.  Quoting or paraphrasing without giving credit is 

illegal; further, supporting your report or researc
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