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Tick Tock Tack 
 
Question: 
What materials can become oxidized?  
 
Hypothesis: 
If different items are placed in water then these items will oxidize and rust.  
 
YOU NEED/Materials: 

• 3 or 4 different kinds of thumbtacks or push pins 

• Clear jar 

• Water 

• Several days’ time  

• Parent/Adult assistance as needed  
 
Overview:  
Oxidation is a process that occurs when oxygen combines with various substances. 
Oxidation can take a long time, like when iron rusts. If you wished to tack up posters or 
hang decorations outdoors, you might want to use thumbtacks or push pins. But you 
might want to be sure that the tacks and push pins will hold up well in the weather.  
 
Procedure:   

1. Find several kinds of thumbtacks or push pins. Some may be coated or 
decorative, some may be brass. 

2. Place the tacks along with push pins in a clear 


